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EPISTLE BEBICATOEY. 



TO 

THE HON. WILLIAM CORNWALUS, 

Admiral o£ the Blue Squadron of his Majefly'i Fleets Rear 

Admird of Eugjiaud^ and commanding the blockading 

Fleet off Breft. 

Sir, 

Permit a great admirer of the aftonilhing forti- 
tude and perfeverance you^ with your noble fleet, 
have fhewn, through a winter of unexampled tem- 
peAuoufnefs and ilorms, to grace his tranfla- 
tipn of the hiftory of a moft momentous event, 
(fimilar to the one his Majefly's fleets are now, 
under the beneficent protedlioir of the Almighty, 
flaying from thefe menaced iflands), with the ap- 
plication to you, of the remarks her^n made by 
the hiftorian, on the juft celebrity of the great 
Admiral Sir Francis Drake : *< Illuflris hie mart- 
timis viftoriis, quas toto orbe circumtulerat, ct 
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digniiHmu^ cujus inanus, iftp iq peiriculq^ pa^ 
tria refpiccrct '/* 

, Tti^f jOQ «\a3^ Eie Toia[£ pfeferred tQ esperknce 
the gratitude of a grateful hat^oi^i is tJ^c earnest 
hope qC • 

Your yery obedient humble fcrvaqt, 
TBR 'GtAM5|4TP». 
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HISTORY, 



*^£R£ was a calculation of aflrologers, that 
the year 1588 would produce the tem)ination of 
%\\ human affairs : ooe portion o( the teftimoniea 
of heavenly punifhtnent will no doubt have been, 
that immenfe fleet of Spain, which, with equal 
bopq and anger, was in a Aate of a(5live prepara- 
tion, whilft peace with Turkey and France fub- 
:|ifted. 

Nor was it enough, that the Spaniards, thor 
ponquerors of £b many kingdoms and of the nes^ 
world, were fo long aiming at the recovery of a 
fmall nation to their dominion, in which both 
Spain and the United Provinces fuifFered feverely: 
It wi|3 referved for a woman to add to their dif* 
grace. 

The Dutch, in their warfare, relied on the Eng- 
lish; the Englifh, in theirs, on the defence the fea 
afforded theip ; as though the names of the Sax- 
ons, Danes, and Normans, might be unknown to 
that point;^ or that whatever power fhall have in« 
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vaded England, did not fucceed in obtaining pof- 
leffion of the iflartd : for the kings of it, fearful 
of internal commotion, by the demolition of the 
fortifications, have expofed England to attacks 
from without: moreover, the bodies and minds of 
the nation atf large, weakened by a long peace 
and lu'Xury, without generals, without cavalry — * 
"what are they, oppofed to the ftrength of Spain, 
and to thofe who for fo many years conquered 
under the Prince of Parmar 

Already, According to (be cuftom of human am- 
bition, actuated by the hope of going on to fur- 
ther acquifitipns, they had arrogated to them- 
f^lves the future paffeflion of the devoted king- 
doms of Scotland and I>enmark : afterwards they 
propofed to avail themfelvesof the Englifli power 
stnd innate hatred againft France, at that time de* 
luged with its own blood. 

The remaining parts of Europe, difl;ra£te0 and 
divided into fo many governments, which would 
never heartily and with good faith combine, all 
Accef$ by fca being clofed, would then afford an ' 
cafy prey. 

Thofe who formed more moderate eftimatcs, 
did not promife to themfelves fuch great things; , 
but even thefe thought it of importance to try 
the fortune of the fea agatnft the maritime na- 
tions, to carry great and uncertain terror far and 
wide, to confine the pirate opportunely in bis 
lurking-places, and to plunder anddcfiiroy com- 
merce. 
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' The Roman Pontiff, Sixtus the Fifth, alfo 
endeavoured, by the agency of the Spaniard, to 
recover England to bis fpiritual laws, which the 
tfiraplicity of former kings had rendered tributary 
to the Tiara : emulous therefore of the example of 
ancient pontiffs, who, from the diflenlions of 
princes, had firfl ufurprd a jurifdidiion in king- 
doms, afterwards over kings themfelves, he' fane- 
tified the conqueft of England, alleging that it 
was oppreffed by Elizabeth, who poffefied no 
right to the crown, and folely retained her domi- 
nion by the executions of the nobility and the ter- 
jor of the people ; fuperadding alfo a religious 
crimen proceeding from a defe6i in her birth, as 
one born in adultery, which (he in vain laboured 
to veil over with the name of a marriage. 

Thefe and many other topics of vituperation 
were fulminated againft the Queen in the Pope's 
bull, earnefily at the fame time inviting all men 
to affift the expedition, releafing the En^lifh from 
their oath of allegiance to her, and exhorting 
them to deliver her up alive ; but, if that could 
sot be effected^ killed. 

Moreover, as a reward for the perpetration of 
this crime, he added impunity for all crimes, even 
with the Almighty, and other mockeries of this 
fort, which indeed had not been promulgated in 
rude and uncultivated ages, without producing 
terrible effects, but were now only given as empty 
nenaces^ and were received as fuch. 
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tt dppcairs to have been believed, that many off 
the leading men in England but ill bore the pre* 
fent government) whole affection and biaSr fdt 
the Spaniih government was affirmed and com* 
municated by the idle garrulity of Bernard Men- 
doza, who, under the name of ambaffador^ had^ 
for years pafl^ been the fpy at the court of Eng-. 
land : but what was the fa<Sl w^s, that hovvevei*' 
great the differences were on religious points^ 
there was fcarcely one man fo imprudentj as to 
fcly on a foreign intervention and foreign con-* 
queft for the favourable fettlement of thele dif^ 
&nfions. 

Through all the coaftfi of Spain and of that 
part of Italy which was fubjeA to %>ani(h rule^ 
about twenty thoafand men are equipped, one 
bfindred and forty (hips, the greater part of them 
of an incredible lize, which itfelf indeed contri^ 
butcd ta their defl:m<9kion. Among thfcfe there were 
many galleons, raifed widi towers and deeks^ 
like cafiles and cities, which were impelled by 
three hundred oarsi covered' againft darts, with 
the holds ftrengthened, in order that they might 
better fupport the violence of the ?«raves j failord 
hired from all nations, pfovifions for fix months, 
an immenfc treafure, then ufual in a land war, 
knd twenty-five hundred pieces of ordnance and 
other implenients of war to call ftones and darts* 
with. 

And all this preparation, the work of many 
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years^ was announced to Europe in publica* 
tions, to induce terror and for oftentation fake, it 
bbihg fufficiently evident, that this was intended 
as a demonftration of Spanifh opulence and 
power. 

' A declaration of war in iifual form by the he- 
ralds, although advifed by fome, was yet riot 
grateful to others, to whom the opinion of the 
Sovereign Pontiff imparted fufficicnt authority. 

- Nor was the falutary advice of the Marquis of 
Santa Cruz and of the Prince of Parma approved, 
that the fir ft care Ihould be ta obtain poffeffion of 
a ^ Dutch fea-port, as thofcbf Flanders were not 
able to afford any* fhelter to the fleet, in cafe of 
difafters,' either of the fea of war. 

• To vcry'wany, delay in the purfuit of vi6tory 
appeared tbe( preferable mode^ and that the army 
fhbuld'not be larlded immediately near the Thames 
for the aflfault on London. 

The Duke of Medina Sidonia obtained the 
command of the fleet, being advanced to that ho- 
nour, more frond the /plendour of his family than 
from any other caufe ; and under him, the chief 
nobles of Spain, and many of diftinguifhed fami« 
lies, ferved as fupernumeraries at their own charge; 
not folely with fo great a thirft of booty, but 
atfo with an equal reliance on and affurance of it. 
It is the general and ftedfaft belief, that all the 
honours, all the lands, all the merchants' ware- 
houfes, were divided by anticipation: afTuredly 
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as$ {^wn amf^ngft' the fpo^k, wbich w^ro.piifpac^: " 

When ipring was far advanced, the ren^QA-r 
vojunl w^ 9£ l^ii^i^ft from whence thn^ ft%^ on 
tb^f pabSage to ^, poft qC G^Uil^i^ 9re loft to thoi 
iloet, wh^bi^xio|/it)t l^mpaftbad, and ia part t^a^ 
rowe^V bftT.iDg: i:iSQgfy<}r€4 tljeir Bl^rityi, in cQnfc- 
qu^oce; oClAet donfiiftari, atte^daftit upoo'the tem- 

lOitbo Gcieapitiine^ thjBfPHnceof V^inii»^>y,haA 
the oMef oofojpbandofitfa^iexp^ditifui waajntriiflipd^; 
vOfts ia Fianderi^ withrinore thad thiirly tboufandr 
men, horfe and foot^ kaving excay^ti^ dyj^^t hf, 
whichiHie;aiaHtii&e (otirQa might receive 6^m die 
interior, all iiippltes qf meo, ftores, and provifions. 

w TJiG Srdnce had btought thither eightrandr 
twenty guardihips, about four hundried: ilat-bot« 
toKQ^d vef&lft, in order that they might without 
injury^ bsobgbt clofe to the fhore ;. part of whiob: 
were bought and part built, witbowt any inter- 
ini£Sonx>£ nights or days; amdriaftfik. for tl» tranip(Hrt 
ofrhoufds.and foldiers> the tranfportihg of which, 
aprof&tibe.channel was.to.faeattempted, ait the vei^ 
time that the Spanilh: fleet entered the narrow fca& 

. But the preparations through Englandand HoU 
land to.refift the p^rilof this violently approaching 
war, were.by. no means adequate to the menace 
of focb a* toncnt ; relying that Jftorms or^ adverJfo 
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of fo ftupendmiB ^ fite would never llSi^atd tbem- 
Alves ib the dmngen of the nat^tkMi of &eit 
tiMrroir fcas. 

fndeed many affimed^ that tite ihips tMvidg 
Kturned from India^ the eoiiToys of theM ^ttb 
Itiid u^ in ot^imty, although the Kittg bf Fraticfe 
had communicated to the Queen^ that the flf^ng^h 
of the fleet and d^^ns of the enemy were accu* 
ntely aibstiained: in fuch a manndr did they 
permit themfelve^ to be imt>oft^ upon by ni^ 
ffl^urs aq^ wild cotije6luM$^ that the fiiagnitudt of 
the dang^ was liot urtdet*fiood^ utitU kfter they 
had dbaped it. 

Howtiv^^ the Dutch did mufler thdit ihips and 
ibilors^ which we#e in readine&^ and alfb tho(k 
Whidi Weve in the employment of individuald ; 
they afterwards blockadid^ with a fni^U fleets the 
pwts^ Flanders^ to pi«Ytin< the Prinee of Parma 
from Gdming otit t id othtf poifttn efied<6}n| them* 
ibWes alttdft feeuit. 

The Queen, who hitherto had been impol^ upon 
by parleys of peace, ^h difficulty, even late^ per- 
mitted herfeUf to confitie atl thofe who had be^ 
come objedts of fufpieion, on account of thiui- 
▼ations in tdigion, ii^ iflands and fenny places. 
I^he Queen littesboth banks of the Thames, where 
the defoent Was expe<$ed, with horfe and irrcgukr 
ikiffanti^: fhe reviews and harangues the wfcll^x 
looking multitude^ but if they fhoxAi come t^ 
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Aiftion, %y up means equal' to the .veteran and 
hardy foldiefs of the Prince of Parma. 

Xhcje;yverc not in the^mean time wanti^ig per- 
fons, who compared to her Tomyrisjrand jtbc 
qqeeitis p( the AipazOps^; ar^d' Boa^oen,? ia E5)g- 
land itCdij and ^ho attributed td her All (hat be- 
came ^pm^ny or^ that faWes cpntalaed in their 
praifev: • - ^ . , 

ThcQjueen diflriUited the fleet, to. which flie 
added the ihip6 of private people^ iaJhis manner: 
the fmaller lihips, under the cootmiand . of Sey* 
mour, in the narrow feas and at the mouth of the 
Thames; the greater (hips, a hundred in nurnber, 
were to be Rationed at Plymouth; from: which 
port, atthe inftant of neceffity, they might attack 
the enemy. Charles How^atd bad the chief com- 
mand ; Sir Francis Drake was fecpDd ; the . naval 
viftories he had obtained in every quarter of- the 
globe, had rendered him iUuftriotis; aod moft 
worthy indeed was he, to wfaofe naval conduct 
his country, in the very hour of the great^ft dan- 
ger, diredled its anxious eyes. 

Theenemy*s fleet was not far difiant from Eng- 
land, when the Queen, who had been ideceived 
by rumours, fpr^ad abroad expreflly for. the pur.- 
pofes of deception, informs Howard ]by letters, 
that Ihe was informed and convinced, that the 
fleet was not about to cotne, or to be det^^iped for 
a very long time ; therefore flie orders the difarm- 
ing of the grcateftveffels. Scarccf^y was this order 

- 4 
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libeyed, when the enemy's fleet appears in fight : 
Howarid had the grcateft difficulty in colledling 
the difpcrfed crews, who had thought themfelves 
diibanded. 

Thq Spaniards did not commk a lefe error, that 
they did not inftantly rufli on, when they might 
have attacked the Englilh unprepared; in which 
cafe, beyond all doubt, England would have 
been in the greateft danger: but thofe leaders 
who were made prifoners, having been reproach- 
ed with this folly, by wTiich the fucccfs of the ex- 
pedition was hazarded, alleged the moft precifc 
orders and directions, which, as is generally the 
cafe, are fatal to unexpeded occurrences : for Phi- 
lip was unwilling to expofe his fleet to an adlion 
Nvith that of the EngUfh, before the Prince of 
Parma might, by fetting fail and entering the feas, 
.ihcreafe the terror in a twofold proportion. But 
Seymour and the Dutch fleet detained him clofely 
•blockaded at Dunkirk, nor did he venture to 
break through with his fmaller (hips ; nor was the 
Spanifh fleet, although it might in a great degree 
have avoided the deftrudlion which followed, able 
to draw fo near the fliorc, thickly fludded with 
Ihallows, as to drive off from the blockade the 
much lighter veflels of the enemy. That mo- 
ment was pf the laft confequence in thefc affairs : 
what indeed no one apprehended, yet as by an 
univerfal fatal blindnefs, it fo occurred, that the 
Spaniards neglected to bring with them many 
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things indHpenfable for the fleet, expet^ing to tc* 
ceive them from the Prince of Parma. 

Morcorci^, many of Im fliips were ihort, in a 
great degree, of their complement of men ; the 
caufe of which, befides the known avarice of the 
admiral, was, that in thofe cities of Brabant fub- 
jeft to his control, there were but few failor^ ; not 
indeed coal4 the cities of the Baltic fllpply tKe dc- 
fired numbers; and thofe, who were forced on 
board againft their will, by the Spaniards, reduced 
their numbers by flight. 

The Englith, in the mean time, hating col- 
lected their fcattered fleet, flretched out as far as 
the Land's End, beating up againft a wind ahnoO: 
in their teeth, that they might inceflStntly, at a dif- 
tance, harafs the enemy ; in which fort of warfare, 
it was very evident which conftrudtion of fliips 
was thie moft eligible for the conteft, the greater 
or the more light. For the Engtifti fhips, not by 
any mearns equal in fize to the Spadifh, but more 
manageaWe, got the wind of the enemy, that, 
whcnfoeyer they might be driven by the violence 
of the wind, they might, notwithftanding, wear 
fhip, fo obedient were the Ihips to the helmf- 
man: even when, with a change of wind, they 
were driven on the enemy's fleet, they avoided it, 
by their expert manoeuvres. 

In the prevalence of a calm, which afforded 
every facility to the rowers of the enemy, not 
Angle balls only, but chain-fliot, werefited, which 
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b«ing fcaitered^ broke and dcflroyed tbe ihrouds 
and oars : but the Spaniards had neither the abi* 
lity of quick purfuLt, nor the intention, if occa(ioB 
offered, of coming to ai£ti0ii». as if they were reieriF- 
cd for greatcf ufcs. 

A long Wwi of ihips^ esptended wiong^,! &>w itt 
its appiK}9€K and the wounds they iiiili|^2|ed, hjL 
this the more certain. : ; 

When the attack wa& moft l^vy, they .^n 
contrafStpd* therafelvea iota ahalf-mopn, aod tftetr. 
pjogrejCs w^s limited tothe imalleriails^ t^ailone 
ihip might txot irregularly pieceda :^e otl^eft ma: 
was thiHsmode of adxcauo; P!!?ve<i to be futiicifiiitl]|r 
fafe^ fo often as any confusion might afile ftowai 
ihipsf prelBng upon, and dailung agaAoft each 
c^her: the which happened to BaUjlej^ wihom 
the liege of Leydenhad rendered faipoufi; foif the 
Ihipi HlQ^iaJia under his commandj with, eidnt 
hundred men on bo^rd, is driven af^infl- anoliier 
with that force, that the fleet was con/lrained tOn 
leave, her aftern,. with her maft fallen bjp the 
bpard, that the advance 6( the wi^^le might not 
bp ohftrudled: by this one,, which, ftrucfc ta Sir 
Francis Drake, who had furrounded her*. It now: 
became the qonteflr between the .conquerors and' 
CQuqfiered^ clemency on one parf, and.adtilatiad*^ 
oo the. other. At the lame inftant tbeffirft of the 
Sjpanilb Ihipa took, fire; Ibe was commaoded hy 
Michael Oquendo: there are fome who fay, that 
being bx birth a Dutoha^% o&ther mindfal o£ his 
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trountry,' of kngeTed at feeing himfelf foCpt&cd, 
that httvwg brooght fire t6 combuftible materials, ' 
he leaped into and drowned himfelf in the fea : 
few of thc'cr^w cfcaped: the lower part of the 
Ihip, which the fire had not reached; was taken 
poflefl^Dn- of by the Englifli. Soon after the Spa- 
niards liad to lament the lofs of the Ihip Vcrieta, 
and other fmaller ones. 

In the roeaii ttttie, the Britiih fleet, increafed by 
firefli ihip9/and by the concourfe of nobility 
which- emulouily contefted for the favour of the 
Queen, wad divided intd feveral divifions ; and thus 
by bontintHsdattacks, the enemy being fuirounded, 
harafled thfeirfhips;'" • '^ ' ' * ■ 

Bat ndw the fcarcity of gunpowder began hea- 
vily to be felt by the Englifli, by the want of 
which they were* henceforward moft extremely 
circumfcribedin their attacks. It was fought for, 
as far as HolklKl; ^vith6ht kfupply from whence 
England wai^ then unable to defend herfelf. 

The diflant fight cbhtirtued without interrup- 
tion for eight days, for the Englifh avbided atlofe 
fight, their failors and foldiers being fewer ia 
number. THe fleets drew near the Straits of Dover 
early in Augufl*. Hefre the fleets 6( England, 
which hitherto have been adling fcparate, novj^ 
joined, the failors and foldiers of which amounted 
to about eleven thoufandi the Dutch fle^t was 
left on the cdast of Flanders. ' • ' 
.. The Spa»iards expciited to be joined bere by 
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the Prince of Parma, and with him the lighter n 
veflels, and caft anchor off Calais. In the mean 
time^ the Prince of Parma was hurrying from 
temple to temple to offer up his vows, as those do^ 
who are frantic^ and devoid of hope and dif- 
cretion. 

Thofe nobles who had been fent to Flanders 
from the fleets to confult on the commonweal, 
tiieir return being prevented, avoided that de- 
firu6lion which happened to many. 

For, by the order of the Queen> who enter- 
tained no fear of the enemy^ when the moon was 
firft in the wane, a dark night being feledled, the 
Spanifh fleet, the night after its anchorage Off 
CalsCis, was affailed in this manner: the £ngli(hV 
with a favourable wjind and current, fent forth 
agaitiii the enemy eight (hips iiUed With engines 
containing fiones and gunpowder, and whatever 
elie nourifhes and fcattefs abroad fire. But the 
Spaniards having cut their cables, flretch out to 
fea, urged by the apprehenlions of the flames 
communicating to them, for they beheld them 
driving towards their fleet, and faw the fea far 
and wide illumined therewith. At this fearful 
moment, and in the confufion refulting from the 
neceffity of quickly avoiding the flames, ftugh 
Moncade, who commanded a firft rate, which 
was entangled by thecables-of another fhip, from 
which, with the lofs of the rudder, the tide and 
wind being together> he run her on the fhallows 

c 
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of the FFench coaft, and there the<:rew (forbe- 
fides the rowers there were four hundred lailors) 
kept the Englifli, who were fcaling theijijp,. en- 
gaged in . fight, whilfl they hope for ^affiftance 
from the continent, until, by the dMtJb of* thf 
captain and very many others, the ftiip is takei) 
and plundered for three whole hours., JBut the 
Governor of Calais would not fijifFer her, to be fet 
fire to,, that he might preferve the appj?ar^nce of 
friendfhip to the King of Spain, not as )(et a de^ 
qiared enemy to France, a,lthough,it -wa» thought 
that he had, a defign upon the very town of 
Calais. Fifty thoufaad golden ducats of; the 
King's treafury are got poffeffion of, tjiree hun* 
dred rowers ^re fet at liberty, fome few of the 
Wrih(:s cfcaped by fwimming,^ being, the ^firfl; 
xneflengers tQ Spain of the ^ifailrous iflUo of the 
expedition. ,. ;,, ' ■ ., .},,., 

. Difcomfited by this icvvoXj thp fleet b bcpught 
up againft Gravelines, the neareft town of Flan*^ 
ders, and however much ihattered by the ord- 
nance and engines of \yar of the Englifh, yet 
were not fo reduced, as to caufe them to break 
their ranks. . , , 

In this adion chiefly were the affairs of the 
Spaniards broken and brought to grqat, ftraits ; 
forfome^ljiips battered by the flit)t$, hecaufetbe 
ihot-holes between wind and water eould not be 
filled, nor the ruftiing waters be, pumped out, 
yielded to the overpowcj-ing waves. . Durittg the 
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nillon, whilft the leaders on board one of the 
ihips are difagreeing between counsels didlatedby 
Valour and necefRty, to fuch a length, as to me- 
nace each other with inflant deaths the fea on the 
fudden fwallows the fhip up. 
■ The fhores of Zealand received two Lufitaniaa 
iliips^ borne away off the Wiling ; for the vio- 
lence of the wind' had driven them hither, in 
tain flriving to regain the Straits. • The one bore 
the name of Philip, the other of Matthias ; the 
Flulhing men feizcd the former, fome of t^c 
officers having efcaped in their boats, the captain 
bf her, fcorning to fly aad to efcape in a cock- 
boat, for a long time bore the fire of the enemy, 
and loft many of his men ; at length he furren- 
dcrcd to the honour and power of Peter Doza, 
who, commanding a divifion of the Dutcl) fleet, 
places in the cathedral of Leyden the acquired 
colours, an ofl^entation of unexampled magni- 
tude. Every thing that was of ufe in thefe two 
Ihips being removed, the fea overwhelmed their 
negle6led and ruined hulls. Now the Dutch and 
Frieflanders learned that the whole fleet of the 
enemy coafls their fhores, they know no other 
fear than that of the enemy's fleet entering the 
mouth of the Maefe, they haften to remove the 
buoys, from the fight of which navigators are in- 
fl:ru6lcd to avoid the dangerous places of the 
entrance. 
The Spanifli admiral, harafled by fo many mif- 
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fortun<^9, and all moreover throwing the whole of 
the ^lame on the Prince of Parma^ hegE^n to coa<» 
(ider of their departure^ altlpough it appeared tha^ 
even this difficulty was not to be overcome hut hj 
great danger ; for in the rear the narrow iea$ werq 
befet clofely; what alone remained, was. to go 
North about of the ifland^ where the ocean if 
mpft ^boifterousi ^nd is fcaroely ventured upon 
With impunity. If the Spaniards bad then been 
cJolely {^;^ircd^ fo great a dread of the fea and of 
tJlc eqemy had then taken pofTeflion of themi 
that it is deliverqd down to us, that Medina Si<r 
doniathcn had it. in contemplation to futrendec 
the fleet, covenajoting for their lives. 

But the Englilhj, contenting themfelvcs with 
watching their courfe, left they lliould attack 
Scotland or the coafts of Jutland, when it was 
fujfHciently apparent th^t this was not their de-» 
iign, and tliat their fole deiire was to look for 
fafety in flight thrpi^ghr this immenfeiea^ the Kngr 
IJfli were unwilling, in the purfuit of others, ta 
cxpofe tbemfelves to the fame danger, contented 
with the glorious honour refulting from the defeat 
of the. enemy's fleet, and their country faved« 
Even had their defire of pprfuing the enemy been 
ever fo great, the abfolute want of gunpowder, 
which I have above reported, forbad the purfuit. 

But they^ very foqn detached Seymour, that, 
conjointly with the Dutch fleet, he might refift 
the endeavours of the Prince of Parma. The 
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remainder of the Englifti fleet, along while buf- 
fctted ^bout by the violence of the tempeft, with 
great difficulty efFefted their return to England. 

No (}f)ubt the good fortune and the valour of 
the Engliih have ori -this ecpafion equalled the 
glory of the Greeks and Romans, who formerly 
afferted thejir country's caufe in naval- engage- 
ments: i^n&Qugh the Englifti flowly but furely 
conquered, they never in the whole courfe of the 
Sjocc^vtc 9<^iQns came to a clofe engagement* 
This, of itfelf, rendered the event more memo** 
r^ble; they did not lofe a veflel of any cOnfe* 
quence^ and neither by the fea nor in the fight did 
they lofe more than a hundred men. 

In the mean time every fpecies of diftrefs and 
wi:etchednefs overpowered the Spaniards; ahout 
jive thousand men Iq&y and the greateil of their 
fliips ; the furvivors were moftly fick or wounded, 
and wanting every thing, they were tofled to and 
iro in the moft tempeftuous iea. Horfes, cattle^ 
baggage, thrown overboard, in order ta lighten 
the fliips, the better to enable them to rcfift the 
overwhelming waves. Carried amidH the Orcades 
and the Qther iftands of that fea, Medina Sidonia 
directs the helmiman to fteer for the ports of 
Spain. He with fome few fhips which were in 
better ftate than others, llretches out into the 
main ocean ; the reft part « company not far froqpi 
Ireland. There were fome, which from the tem- 
pefts conftanlly ihifting their diredlion, driven 
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back into the interior feas, were carried on tbc 
coafts of England and France. The craggy ihorcs 
of Norway, and uncertain currents, daflied many 
on hidden rocks. Another portion of the fleet 
the ftorm hurries away to the fartheft north, ana 
to a world to that time unknown. 

The King of Scotland obfervcs the laws of 
pace to thofe who were cafl: away on his coafts. 
Tliiirtyfrtwo fhips flrike on the Ihallows of the 
coaft of Ireland, or are funk in the nearcft fea, 
and the crews ftriving to climb over the rocks, 
are killed by the inhabitants, beicaufe their num- 
bers were greater than it would have been fafe to 
have had pity of. The anger of Providence has 
purfued the remainder even to their own country, 
for in the port itfelf a fire has utterly confumcd 
two ; other accidents have completed the deftruc- 
tion^of others. All together, thirty have efcaped all 
perils ; they were fl ore- (hips; and one, out of the 
numbers of theihips of war, which carried the 
admiral of that fleet, a little while fince fo im- 
menfe in numbers and in fize. 

Many of the leaders, and the greater part of 
the crews, died foon after their return, whether 
from difeafes acquired in fo Tevere a navigation, 
or whether the dclpondence of their minds brought 
them to their graves ; whilA, according to the 
jjuftom of rulers, they call what fortune has per- 
verted, remiflrtefs and guilt of thofe, to whom th^ 
execution was intruded. /H ^-^ ^iu 
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